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Walkertown Historical Society 
Minutes 

September 4, 2007    –     2:00 P.M. 
Special Called Meeting 

 
 

Meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Chairman Jumper.  Present were Mr. Jumper, 
Wayne Mabe, Harold Warner, Wayne Biby, Jane Morris, and Clerk Lynn.  Also present 
was Councilmember Sarah Welch. Mr. Warner requested permission to leave early due to 
a pre-arranged medical appointment. 
 
Discussion started with the qroup questioning the purpose of this committee.  Mr. Warner, 
after painstakingly researching minutes and speaking with council, felt that the group was 
charged only with limited objectives – to determine suitable uses for the Booe house on 
Sullivantown Road.  Ms. Welch stated that the group needs to clarify what the “Historical 
Society” actually is and Mr. Mabe pointedly asked if this committee was a legitimate 
committee?  Ms. Welch said the nominations for the group had been made in open 
session at a council meeting, but that the main discussion was an informal discussion 
made after the council had adjourned – so nothing was contained in any minutes about the 
council’s objectives for the group. She understood that the council charged the group with 
looking at the house and making recommendations as to its possible uses.  
Mr. Warner reiterated his thoughts that this committee’s only purpose was to come up with 
suggestions as to how the Booe house is to be used. He also said that no money will be 
given to the group and we cannot contact the town attorney.  His thoughts were that after 
we turn the suggestions over to the Town Council, then we are through. 
 
Mr. Mabe asked if we had the authority to make recommendations on the Historical 
Society?  Mr. Biby said he got two things out of the town council meeting – (1) what to do 
with the house and (2) look into the need of the historical Society to take care of artifacts in 
Walkertown.   He felt we were going down one road and not doing what we should have. 
We need to get back to the council with suggestions on the house and what Walkertown 
needs as a group to preserve artifacts. 
Ms. Morris said we don’t need that house to be used as a historical building – it’s not really 
that “old” anyway.  There are other places we can use. 
Mr. Jumper said it’s up to us to suggest to the town what uses the house can be used for – 
we should let the people in the town speak and tell what they think. We also need to agree 
among ourselves that the Town of Walkertown needs a Historical Society. We should 
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make a list of what needs to be done at the house and the grounds.  He mentioned 
*painting and *trimming trees. 
Mr. Mabe responded that that sounds like the town should have the maintenance man do 
that type of work.  Mr. Biby said but the Town Council has asked us to do it so we should 
do it!  Mr. Mabe said that, as he understood it, all we could ever do was to make 
recommendations but it was his concept this group would be a Historical Committee. How 
can you secure artifacts if the public can come into the house at any time with no security? 
 
Mr. Warner suggested that we (1) get the house in good order; and (2) determine the uses 
the house could be used for, which, he said, included community functions, a meeting 
place for community groups, provide area for refreshments, a room (or several) for the 
Walkertown Historical Society, and room for Senior Citizens to meet. 
 
Mr. Biby said we need to stick with this group – we will have lots of ups and downs but we 
need a Historical Society here.  It could be easy.  Mr. Mabe said they have backtracked 
and if has now become political.  He did add that what we have done has not been wasted 
– to which the other committee members agreed.  Mr. Warner said we should take what 
was given at the council meeting and start.  Get the house up to standards. 
 
Mr. Warner moved that: 
MOTION: 
According to our understanding, from the Town Counc il meeting of August 23, 2007, 
we, as a committee, move forward in making suggesti ons for use of the town’s 
property – specifically the Booe house – and respon d back to the Town Council. 
Ms. Morris seconded. 
The vote was: FOR:  Warner 
     Morris 
     Biby 
   AGAINST: Mabe 
There was some discussion as to whether or not Mr. Jumper, as chair, could vote and it 
was soon decided that even though he was chairperson of the committee, he was also a 
member, and thus, he could vote.   
   FOR:  Jumper 
So this motion was passed  4  to  1. 
 
Relative to the proposed use of the property, the group then worked on their list of 
suggestions to include that the Booe house be put in suitable order for public use and uses 
could be as follows: 
 

1. Update wiring (with certified electrician). 
2. Landscaping to include. 

• Trim trees. 
• Trim the shrubs on the side yard. 

3. Obtain services of an official professional Home Inspector. 
4. Build a stairway on the 2nd floor exit. 
5. Construct a circular driveway. 
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6. Correct the water problems (leak in basement). 
7. Paint the entire house. 
8. Mr. Jumper, along with the consensus of the group, recommended that Walkertown 

start a Historical Society.  In stating this, he said the Society will have no less than 
one and possibly up to two or more rooms for the Society’s exclusive use at no 
charge or cost to the Society. 

9. Mr. Jumper recommended that we have a Public Session at the Town Council 
meeting to let the public speak on their recommended uses of the Booe house – 
uses, of course, subject to the approval of the Town Council. 

• Ms. Morris would make up flyers to put around town.  Mr. Biby wondered if 
flyers would be necessary. (No decision on this.) 

• Ms. Welch recommended that the Public Session be put on September’s 
Council meeting agenda under “FOR DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION” to 
alert the public that we will schedule Public Sessions for October and 
November. 

• Lynn would put information on town’s website. 
 

Mr. Mabe left the meeting at 3:16 p.m. 
 
Discussion continued about the recommendations for the Booe house. 
Mr. Jumper also thought  

10.   An 8-foot privacy fence separating the Booe house from the next door neighbor  
   would be an asset and would enhance our property. 

 
The chain link fence, already on the property, was discussed and it was decided that the 
fence should remain for security reasons. 
 
The question arose that since we had this meeting today, should we continue to hold our 
next regular meeting which would be on the 13th?  The group decided to continue on as 
scheduled.  This meeting was an “extra” meeting. 
 
As per prior meeting participants’ approval, Mr. Warner left the meeting at 3:24 p.m. due to 
medical appointment.  
 
Mr. Jumper reiterated that committees can only make recommendations – not decisions. 
 
More discussion ensued about various improvements that could be made to the property 
and no actual decision was involved. 
 
MOTION: 
Mr. Biby moved that the meeting adjourn at 4:00 p.m. and Ms. Morris seconded.  With the 
vote of Biby, Morris, and Jumper, the meeting adjourned. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Lynn McKinnie 
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Committee Secretary 
 


